Apophysomyces elegans and Saksenaea vasiformis are notorious for their failure to sporulate on routine media. Agar blocks, permeated with the mycelia of A. elegans and S. vasiformis, were cut aseptically from 7-day-old colonies grown on Sabouraud dextrose agar and transferred to plates containing 20 ml of sterile distilled water supplemented with 0. 
370C. In other cases, nutritionally deficient media, such as corn meal agar (10), Czapek Dox or Czapek solution agar (6, 9, 11), and hay infusion agar (1), have been successfully used to stimulate sporulation in S. vasiformis.
A. elegans has also failed to sporulate on routine mycological media (5). To reliably and consistently obtain sporulation, Ellis and Ajello (5) described a method that involved growing the two fungi, A. elegans and S. vasiformis, on corn meal-glucose-sucrose-yeast extract agar for 7 days at 30°C, cutting 3-mm3 agar blocks permeated with hyphal growth, and placing them on the surface of sterilized and solidified 1% water-agar petri plates. After incubating the water-agar plate cultures for an additional 7 days at 30°C, both fungi were found to sporulate. The success of their method was confirmed by Ellis and Kaminrski (4) To induce sporulation, we selected a nutritionally deficienit medium consisting of 20 ml of sterile distilled water fortified with 3 drops (0.2 ml) of 10% yeast extract solution that was filter sterilized and refrigerated at 4°C before use. This medium was simple to prepare, and its success over the last 30 years in the in vitro hair perforation test for differentiating Trichophyton mentagrophytes (Robin) Blanchard and T. rubrum (Castellani) Sabouraud (2) was consistent. Six 1-cm2 agar blocks permeated with the hyphal growth of each isolate grown on Sabouraud dextrose agar were cut aseptically. Two blocks of each isolate were transferred to a plate containing 20 ml of sterile distilled water. Three drops (0.2 ml) of the filter-sterilized 10% yeast extract solution then were added to each plate. For each isolate, six plates were inoculated. Duplicate plates of each isolate were incubated in the dark at 25, 30, and 37°C. After 5 days of incubation, growth (seen as a thin film over the surface of the water) appeared. Portions of the film from each plate were examined microscopically for sporangia on days 5, 10, and 15 of incubation. The results regarding sporangial formation at the three temperatures are summarized in Table 2 . All 15 isolates produced moderate-to-large numbers of sporangia at 37TC ( Fig. 1 and 2) . Generally, sporangia were produced as early as after 5 days of incubation at 37°C in 2 of the 5 isolates of A. elegans and 2 of the 10 isolates of S. vasiformis. However, the numbers of sporangia produced were small. The optimum numbers of sporangia were generally observed after 10 to -12 days at 37°C. Significantly fewer sporangia or no sporangia were produced at 25 and 30°C in 10 days. The optimum temperature to stimulate sporulation in A. elegans and S. vasiformis was 37°C.
The specific and rapid identification of A. elegans and S. vasiformis isolated from clinical specimens is important because of the rapidity with which they invade the vascular system. This makes it imperative that they be identified rapidly so that treatment with antifungal preparations can be started early. The new procedure is recommended for use in identifying all nonsporulating zygomycetes isolated from clinical specimens.
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